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LOCAL EQUITY'S MONTHLY IMPACT INVESTMENT NEWSLETTER

Impact Investment - EB5 Regional Center - Opportunity Zones - Economic Development - Project Entitlement

July 1, 2025 « Issue 55 + Volume 1

NEW: Click here to subscribe to our LinkedIn version newsletter

NEW: Local Equity Regional Center. Download our EB-5 Brochure.

Walls Tilted at Four-Building, 182,123 SF Industrial Park in Tax Advantaged Opportunity Zone in
Southern California’s Inland Empire
JLL announced today that walls have been tilted at Colton Commerce Center, a four building 182,123-
square-foot Class A industrial park with buildings ranging from 40,000 to 50,000 square feet located in a
federally designated Opportunity Zone at 2245 West Valley Boulevard in Colton, California. The buildings
at Colton Commerce Center are available for sale or lease with construction scheduled for completion in
December 2025. Read more.

Brightline West continues field work in High Desert for its high-speed rail project
Brightline West officials announced updates to field investigation work for its planned $12 billion Las
Vegas to Southern California high-speed rail project. Read more.

Turning rust into renewable energy: Power supply coming to Mendocino County that relies on
iron rust
A field of shipping container—sized modules are set to be installed in coming months next to a Mendocino
County electrical substation as part of a demonstration of a new type of battery technology intended to
supply power to the grid over days — not hours — and with less chance of fires. Read more.

Fewer unhoused people are living on Inland Empire streets
Homelessness in some parts of the Inland Empire declined this year, according to an annual survey that
estimates the number of people living in shelters or on the street.
The 2025 Homelessness “point-in-time” count marks the first drop in San Bernardino County’s

homelessness in years. Before that the homeless population had risen steadily, doubling between 2018
and 2024. Read more.
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CA WATER COMMISSION: Pulse Flows and progress: Key highlights from the Chino Basin
Program

At the May meeting of the California Water Commission, representatives from the Inland Empire Utilities
Agency, the project proponent for the Chino Basin Program, updated the Commission on the status of the
project and progress toward completing the WSIP requirements. Elizabeth Hurst, Chino Basin Program
Manager, and General Manager Shivaji Deshmukh gave the update.
As a special district, the Inland Empire Utilities Agency (IEUA) serves approximately one million residents
in southwest San Bernardino County. The region’s productive groundwater basin historically supported
extensive agriculture and dairy operations throughout the mid-1900s. Read more.

“Big Beautiful” Opportunity: Proposed Reforms to the Opportunity Zones Program
On May 22, 2025, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 1, the budget reconciliation bill known
as the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act.” This comprehensive legislative package includes a wide range of
economic reforms, including major changes to the Opportunity Zones program. Read more.

Hotel transactions could see uptick in late 2025, JLL's Kevin Davis says
NEW YORK — All eyes are on the hotel real estate transaction market, watching to see when the
hospitality industry can expect to see deals pick up.
In a video interview at the recent NYU International Hospitality Investment Forum, Kevin Davis, Americas
CEO, JLL Hotels & Hospitality, said the end of the year has potential to see some deals activity pick up as
the dust settles on the many macroeconomic factors causing dealmakers to hit pause on transactions.
Read more.

EB-5 in California vs. UAE Golden Visa: What’s Better for You?
As someone who works closely with both international investors and U.S.-based developers every day,
I've been asked this question more and more often:
“Is it better to get the U.S. EB-5 Green Card or the UAE Golden Visa?” Read more.

We want to hear from you!
Have an article you'd like to share? Send it our way — we might feature it in our next newsletter if it's a
good fit.
Curious about a specific topic? Let us know what you'd like to learn more about, and we’ll do our best to
cover it in a future issue.
For submissions or inquiries, please email Cindy @localequity.com.

Federal Grants w/ Opportunity Zone Priority

AGENCY GRANT CLOSING DATE OPFORTUNITY NUMBER
SEEDING GRITIGAL ADVANCES FOR LEADING ENERGY

Department of Energy TECHNOLOGIES WITH UNTAPPED POTENTIAL (SCALEUP) Sep. 29, 2029 DE-FOA-00D3467
READY
SPURRING PROJEGTS TO ADVANGE ENERGY RESEARCH AND I e
KNDWLEDGE SWIFTLY (SPARKS) Sep. 30, 2029 DE-FOA-0003184

Local Equity Data Dashboard

Good investment decisions can only be made with reliable data. We also recognize that many official
data sources lack the accuracy and freshness needed to paint the real picture of the local economy. Our
comprehensive platform of data is fed by a growing number of fresh sources, enabling local investors and
developers to make quicker decisions. Custom reports are now available by City.
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About Us:
Local Equity LLC is an economic development organization and impact investment firm. The mission of
the company is to advance disadvantaged communities by providing technical assistance and
finding financial solutions to priority projects that are supported by local stakeholders. Local Equity is also
a registered California Finance Lender, and a California EB-5 Regional Center. We create financing
solutions and provide tools & technical support to advance deals in the areas of community development,
healthcare equity, food access, affordable housing, tourism, and infrastructure.

Statement: At Local Equity, our mission is to empower communities by working alongside their leaders,
not by directing them. Guided by the Capital Absorption Framework we offer support from behind the
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scenes, helping to advance local initiatives without imposing external agendas.

The company is engaged in:

Technical Assistance:

Surplus Land Act (SLA) prep, syndication, and coordination with HCD
Governor’s Office for Business & Economic Development (GoBiz) Site Selection response
Developer attraction, development underwriting, and capital stack creation
Incentive management (Impact Fees, Infrastructure, TOT Rebates)

Local developer support and intake qualification.

Cannabis reporting and compliance advisory

Economic Impact Studies

Tax Increment Financing (EIFD, CRIA) and other district formations coordination
RFP creation & response coordination

Easement and Right of Way acquisition and recording

Indian tribes non tribal land development

Pro Housing designation process

Site assemblage

Entitlement work

Real Estate Investment, Development, and Management Pipeline:

Civic infrastructure buildings
Entertainment and tourism assets
Medical facilities

Hotels

Supermarkets, QSRs, Gas Stations
Water & wastewater facilities
Brownfields Management & Support
Energy Generation & Storage
Airport Hangars

Industrial

Notable Memberships and participation:

The California Association for Local Economic Development (CalED)- Financing Committee
Small Business Development Corporation of Orange County (Board Seat)

Discover Inland Empire Tourism (Board Chair)
Beverly Hills Conference and Visitor's Bureau (Board Seat)

Strength:

Extensive national investor and lender network
Existing relationships in economic development and senior leadership with State/Federal

Strong bench strength in economic analysis and investment modelling with scalable platform
Experience in alternative financing including C-Pace, EB-5, Opportunity Zones, Tax Credits
Strong reputation for ‘getting things done in a timely manner’

Licenses:

1. California Finance Lender & Broker: 60DBO-128090

2. United States Customers and Immigration Services (USCIS) Regional Center: RC2300004157
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Local Equity, 458 N Doheny Dr. Unit 802, West Hollywood, CA 90048, United States, +1.213.373.1353
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